Heritage Documentaries, Inc. 

www.heritagedocumentaries.org 


September 10,2009 

Glen Keppy 
21316 155 th Ave. 

Davenport, IA 52804 

Dear Mr. Keppy: 

The Board of Directors of Heritage Documentaries, Inc. is pleased to announce the 
completion of our video documentary, When Farmers Were Heroes: The Era of 
National Corn Husking Contests. An accompanying teacher’s guide will be made 
available on our Web site in early October. 

We sincerely appreciate your assistance with this project. 

You and friends and family are invited to join us at the documentary premier to be 
held in Davenport, Iowa on September 29. An invitation to that event is enclosed. 

We will be happy to provide you with a copy of the documentary DVD. If you 
cannot attend the premier and pick it up there, we will send it to you soon 
thereafter. 

Thank you again for your help. 

Sincerely? 

Curtis C. Roseman, President 
2120 12 th Street 
Moline, Illinois 61265 
309 764 6122 
croseman@usc.edu 




The Documentary 

During the last week of October 1940, the Goodyear blimp and a crowd of over 125,000 people 
showed up for the National Com Husking Contest on the Keppy farm just north of Davenport, 
Iowa. Com husking contests had become major events celebrating rural life in America. In 
1936, Time magazine declared com husking “...the fastest growing sporting spectacle in the 
world.” National contests were broadcast live to radio audiences across the countiy and the 
winners became national heroes. 

Contests were started in the 1920s by Henry A. Wallace, who would later become Secretary of 
Agriculture and Vice President. Celebrating agrarian values in a festival atmosphere, they 
became spectacularly popular during the Great Depression of the 1930s. However, with the 
1941 entry' of the United States into World War II, these huge events abruptly ended. 

When Farmers Were Heroes is a 27 minute video documentary that tells the story of the origin 
of com husking contests, their rapid growth, and the people who participated. It also highlights 
the relationship of com husking contests to farm mechanization, the Great Depression and 
World War II. The video uses original film, photographs, artifacts, and interviews with people 
who competed in contests in the 1930s. 

The documentary project was supported by RCH/Innovative Technological Partners, Ltd. the 
Riverboat Development Authority, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., the CHS Foundation 
and individual contributors. 

A Trailer for the documentary can be viewed at: www.heritagedocumentaries.org 


You are invited to: 

The premier of the Video Documentary 

When Farmers Were Heroes: 

The Era of National Corn Husking Contests 

Produced by Heritage Documentaries, Inc. 

Figge Art Museum, 225 W. 2 nd Street, Davenport, Iowa 

Tuesdav evppino r Sp.ntemhftr 79 7009 

6:30 p.m. Reception: com husking memorabilia, refreshments and cash bar 
7:30 p.m. Showing of the documentary 

8:10 p.m. Q & A with writer/director Ed Isenberg and researcher Ron Deiss 
8:30 p.m. Optional Gallery Talk at the Figge Corn Zone 

**No admission charge—RSVP not necessary** 

This program is supported by the Figge Art Museum 
Our media partner is WVTK 90.3 FM, Augustana Public Radio 

Questions? Contact Curtis C. Roseman, 309 764 6122; croseman@usc.edu 







